Discussion 3
There is no doubt that Microsoft Office (including Access & Excel) is the industry leader for office productivity software - it can be found in almost all businesses.  But, recently there has been a shift toward cloud computing, you simply go to a web site and use it from there.  Examples of this kind of software are Google Office Applications (G Suites) and Microsoft's answering solution, Office 365, Zoho Office Online Suite, or Apple iWork for iCloud.
Select an article which explains cloud computing and explore some the software services available.

Then, I'd like you to answer the following question:  Do you think that businesses should move their use of productivity software to the cloud?
Why or why not?  And if you think they should move to the cloud, which of the software do you think is the best solution?   To post your answer, start a new thread in the Discussion 3 forum (the title of the thread should be something descriptive of your post).  Make sure to include a link to at least 1 article supporting your thoughts/claim in your post.

This initial post (4 points) 


Cloud computing-the new order of business today
Cloud computing is very ideal for businesses today. The advantages are enormous and very definitive. With the increased bandwidths today, cloud computing offsets that challenge saving on time resource. Cloud computing is very flexible for it is easier for a business to scale up its cloud capacity using remote servers. Greater IT costs are avoided by the use of cloud computing since software update automatically since servers are off the business premises. I can’t forget on the increased effectiveness of systems, for instance on the ISAF EntelliFusion system I discussed in discussion 2. Hardware cost is cut down with the use of cloud computing as well. Businesses enjoy a verge of software at no cost. At times, managers and business implementers find themselves challenged when they cannot access their computers in the office and decisions surpass them. With cloud computing, executions can be made anywhere. Also, businesses get the opportunity of collaborating with others all over by sharing documents and applications as well. 
Microsoft Azure, G suite, Open Stack and Apache Cloud Stack are good examples of cloud computing software.
References
https://www.salesforce.com/uk/blog/2015/11/why-move-to-the-cloud-10-benefits-of-cloud-computing.html
Reply 1
Cloud Computing
Top of Form
Switching systems over to cloud computing has become more and more popular over the years for businesses. Cloud computing mainly gives businesses more flexibility for company operations. The increased flexibility will make accessing resources simpler, especially for those who travel or work away from the primary office. In addition to the added flexibility, cloud computing will reduce costs for an organization, and make operations more efficient. For on office/business, Microsoft Azure will be able to fit the needs of most. It offers various tools such as Power BI, Windows Server, and has the microsoft brand name that most people are already familiar with. 
 With the benefits, come drawbacks. These include the rising demand of data centers that will make implementing this system more costly, and the obvious that the system could fail with data lost or unaccessible. Before deciding to switch completely over to cloud computing, it will be important for businesses to run a risk assessment to see if the pros outway the possible cons. 
http://www.businessinsider.com/cloud-computing-data-center-demand-2018-3

Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your analysis s definite, I like it. I agree with you on all the benefits that you have highlighted on using cloud computing. A very elaborate drawbacks section is also discussed. From the look of things, it seems you have fallen for the technology and you would implement the same to your business.
Reply 2
Are the costs of cloud computing really reduced?
Top of Form
In recent years, more and more businesses are making the move towards cloud computing. Cloud computing is a popular option among businesses because it allows for the flexibility of operations. The "Cloud" in cloud computing refers to the Internet, and businesses access their resources by operating in the cloud. Cloud computing is primarily beneficial to organizations that require a great deal of flexibility. Whether it is employees who travel an abundance, or employees who work from home, cloud computing is a great option.
Cloud computing services are typically purchased from a vendor, and there are 4 different models including private, community, public, and hybrid. The private model is best suited for sophisticated businesses, who require high levels of security and reliability. Public models are typically utilized for personal use such as Google's G Suite. Additionally, cloud computing can be broken down into software as a service, infrastructure as a service, or platform as a service.
There are a lot of benefits cloud computing can bring to an organization. First and foremost, cloud computing considerably reduces costs to an organization. Also, cloud computing allows for the ease of scalability and efficient operations. If a organization were consider implementing cloud computing, I think Microsoft Azure would be a great solution for a variety of businesses. Microsoft Azure offers a variety of tools for organizations such as Power BI and windows server, and is a brand that organizations trust and have used for years.
Upon further research one drawback of cloud computing that is becoming common amongst organizations who implement cloud computing is the increased demand of data centers. Even though data is accessed in the cloud, the data physically needs to be stored, and the amount of physical space needed is constantly growing. Some suggest the costs of producing the data centers may eventually cancel out the many benefits of cloud computing.
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloud-platform/windows-server
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/it/cloud-computing
http://www.businessinsider.com/cloud-computing-data-center-demand-2018-3

Response
Quite good work. You have even categorized the forms of cloud computing, which is very illustrative. 
However, I want to state that regardless of the technology being used by many organizations, point is that it is advantageous over hardware. The commonness helps business grow as they can collaborate and correct mistakes amongst themselves creating an environment for perfection.Bottom of Form
Bottom of Form
